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political rights was central to the "First Wave" of the feminist movement as it unfolded in the 19 th and early 20 th centuries. Movement activists around the world -often referred to as "suffragettes" -successfully lobbied for women to gain the right to vote. The first country to grant women the right to vote was New Zealand, in 1893, and suffrage was granted to women in most countries around the world in the 20 th century.
Despite the near-universality of political rights, women currently make up only a fifth of representatives in national parliaments around the world, and just over 20 countries have female leaders. But recent decades have seen significant increases in the presence of women at all levels of political office. The European Commission adoption of gender-mainstreaming since 1996 has increased political opportunities and introduced a gender perspective across a broad range of issue-areas. have suffered a 'symbolic annihilation' from the public sphere as the media have focused overwhelmingly on the activities of men (Tuchman, 1981) . While it may be inaccurate to claim that women are absent from today's coverage of politics, they are systematically underrepresented. When women do appear, their voices are routinely marginalized or trivialized.
Female politicians are frequently depicted in ways consistent with traditional gender rolesas victims, mothers or wives. Such depictions associate women with essentially feminine traits, including care, compassion and motherliness, placing them firmly in the private sphere.
This suggests they may lack the "masculine" qualities such as being tough, aggressive, and assertive -qualities often associated with political competence in dominant discourses (e.g.
Ross 2002).
Even In political institutions with greater representation of female politicians, they are better able to shape the policy agenda. For male and female politicians, gender makes a difference in the substance of policy, but also in style and process. Voters tend to view female politicians as more caring, honest and hardworking, among other positive attributes. But "masculine traits"
continue to be valued in electoral decision-making.
In a dynamic future environment, increasing participation by and representation of women has accompanied less salient role for gender in representation. Beyond the automatic assumption of a gendered bias in representation and practice may lie an understanding of the ideological and symbolic nuances of the gendered construction of male and female politicians.
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